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more than just an airman. His bold brain busied itself
with other questions too, and a few years ago he con-
ceived another brilliant idea. If it were impossible to
make hydrographic investigations from ordinary ships in
the Polar Basin on account of the drift-ice, it should be
possible to pass under it, in a submarine. Europeans
laughed when they heard his plans, but the United States
Government was sympathetic, and sold him an obsolete
submarine for the nominal sum of one dollar. However,
the Nautilus proved to be too old and worn out, and
Wilkins had some bad luck with her on the preliminary
voyage to Norway. Nevertheless, he made a journey to
the Arctic regions, where valuable soundings and hydro-
graphic observations were made in the channel between
Spitzbergen and Greenland. This expedition has always
been regarded as having something rather comic about
it, mainly because the public were ignorant of the true
circumstances; but it may well be that Wilkins was on
the right track. Little imagination is needed to picture
the day when a great part of the route between Northern
Europe and Canada will be traversed by means of sub-
marines running beneath the drift-ice of the Polar Basin,
when Vardo, Gape Chelyuskin and Point Barrow have
become important ports for the intercontinental traffic,
and the towns on the northern Pacific coasts are in far
closer contact with Western Europe than at present. For
this reason Wilkins's attempt may be ranked among the
most important events of recent polar exploration.
Among other enterprises of the last ten years, the
Danish East Greenland expedition may also be noted.
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